
1) Believers are slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:15-18)

i) Again, grace is no excuse to sin (Romans 6:15)

[P] 15 What then? Should we   sin [AAS, ἁμαρτάνω]

[G] because we are [PAI] [-] not [under the law]

[+] but [under grace]? Absolutely [AMO 1] not!
ii) All mankind are slaves to sin leading to death or obedience leading to righteousness (Romans 6:16)

16 Don’t you know [RAI 2]

[C?] that if   you ofer [PAI] yourselves to someone [as [εἰς 6] obedient [ὑπακοή] slaves [δοῦλος]],
[E] you are [PAI] slaves [δοῦλος] of that one you   obey [PAI, ὑπακούω]—

either a.) of sin [ἁμαρτία] [leading to [εἰς 6] death [θάνατος]]

b.) [A] or of obedience [ὑπακοή] [leading to [εἰς 6] righteousness [δικαιοσύνη]]?
iii) True believers have been set free from sin and enslaved to righteousness (Romans 6:17-18)

[Adv] 17 But thank God that,
a.) although you used to be [IAI 3] slaves of sin [δοῦλοι τῆς ἁμαρτίας],
b.)1.) [Adv] you  obeyed [AAI, ὑπακούω] [from the heart] that pattern of teaching [τύπον διδαχῆς]

[to [εἰς 6] which you were   handed over [API 4]],
2.) [S] 18 and having been   set free [APP 4] [from sin [ἁμαρτία]],

you became enslaved [δουλόω] to righteousness [δικαιοσύνη].
1 The strongest possible wish regarding an event.
2 An action which is viewed as having been completed in the past, once and for all, not needing to be repeated.
3 Generally represents continual or repeated action.
4 Represents the subject as being the recipient of the action.
5 A command to the hearer to perform a certain action.
6 εἰς is a preposition governing the accusative, and denoting entrance into, or direction and limit: into, to, toward, for, among.



2) The benefts of being a slave to righteousness (Romans 6:19-23)

i) Slaves of sin are lawless, but slaves to righteousness become sanctifed (Romans 6:19-20)

(19 I am using a human analogy [PAI] [because of the weakness of your fesh].)
[G] For

[/] just as you   ofered [AAI] the parts of yourselves as slaves [δοῦλος] to impurity,
[and to/leading to [εἰς 6] greater and greater lawlessness [ἀνομία]],

[/] so now ofer [AAM 5] them as slaves to righteousness [δοῦλα τῇ δικαιοσύνῃ],
[which results in/leading to [εἰς 6] sanctifcation [ἁγιασμός]].

[G] 20 For
[T] when you were [IAI 3] slaves of sin [δοῦλοι τῆς ἁμαρτίας],

you were [IAI 3] free with regard to righteousness [δικαιοσύνη].
ii) Slaves of sin die, but slaves to God receive eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:21-23)

[∴ ] 21 So what fruit was produced then [from the things you are [IAI 3] now ashamed of [PMI]]?
[G] [For]

[-] the outcome of those things is death [θάνατος].
[+] 22 But now,

1.) since you have been   set free [APP 4] [from sin [ἁμαρτία]]

2.) [S] and have become enslaved [APP 4, δουλόω] to God,
1.) you have [PAI] your fruit, [which results in/leading to [εἰς 6] sanctifcation [ἁγιασμός]]—
2.) [P] and the outcome is eternal life [ζωὴν αἰώνιον]!

[S] 23 For
[-] the wages of sin [ἁμαρτία] is death [θάνατος],
[+] but the gift of God is eternal life [ζωὴ αἰώνιος] [in Christ Jesus our Lord].



Greek meaning vs English ?

δοῦλος 1. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition
1. a slave
2. metaph., one who gives himself up to another's will

those whose service is used by Christ in extending 
and advancing his cause among men

3. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own 
interests

2. a servant, attendant

16 slaves 1.1

16 slaves 1.1

17 slaves 1.1

19 slaves 1.1

19 slaves 1.1

20 slaves 1.1

δουλόω 1. to make a slave of, reduce to bondage
2. metaph. give myself wholly to one's needs and 

service, make myself a bondman to him

18 enslaved 1

22 enslaved 1

Greek meaning vs English ?

καρπός 1. fruit
1. the fruit of the trees, vines, of the felds
2. the fruit of one's loins, i.e. his progeny, his posterity

2. that which originates or comes from something, an 
efect, result
1. work, act, deed
2. advantage, proft, utility
3. praises, which are presented to God as a thank 

ofering
4. to gather fruit (i.e. a reaped harvest) into life eternal 

(as into a granary), is used in fg. discourse of those
who by their labours have ftted souls to obtain 
eternal life

21 fruit 2.3

22 fruit 2.3

Greek meaning vs English ?

ἁγιασμός 1. consecration, purifcation
2. the efect of consecration

1. sanctifcation of heart and life

19 sanctifcation 2

22 sanctifcation 2

εἰς ἁγιασμόν Given the preposition indicating direction towards sanctifcation, this is speaking of 
progressive sanctifcation rather than positional. Theologically the imperative then isn't 
to make one's self sanctifed (prositional), but to grow in sanctifcation (progressive).

Greek meaning vs English ?

αἰώνιος 1. without beginning and end, that which always has 
been and always will be

2. without beginning
3. without end, never to cease, everlasting

22 eternal 3

23 eternal 3

Greek meaning vs English ?

ζωή 1. life
1. the state of one who is possessed of vitality or is 

animate
2. every living soul

2. life
1. of the absolute fulness of life, both essential and 

ethical, which belongs to God, and through him 
both to the hypostatic "logos" and to Christ in 

22 life 2.1

22 life 2.1



whom the "logos" put on human nature
2. life real and genuine, a life active and vigorous, 

devoted to God, blessed, in the portion even in this 
world of those who put their trust in Christ, but after
the resurrection to be consummated by new 
accessions (among them a more perfect body), and
to last for ever.

ζωὴ αἰώνιος This fulness of life (present) will have no end (future). This is a fruit of being enslaved to 
God (as is sanctifcation).

Greek meaning vs English ?

ὀψώνιον 1. a soldier's pay, allowance
1. that part of the soldier's support given in place of 

pay [i.e. rations] and the money in which he is paid
2. metaph. wages: hire or pay of sin

23 wages 1

Greek meaning vs English ?

χάρισμα 1. a favour with which one receives without any merit of 
his own

2. the gift of divine grace
3. the gift of faith, knowledge, holiness, virtue
4. the economy of divine grace, by which the pardon of 

sin and eternal salvation is appointed to sinners in 
consideration of the merits of Christ laid hold of by 
faith

5. grace or gifts denoting extraordinary powers, 
distinguishing certain Christians and enabling them to 
serve the church of Christ, the reception of which is 
due to the power of divine grace operating on their 
souls by the Holy Spirit

23 gift 1



Sermon preparation worksheet
Passage: Romans 6:15-23
1. How has the author organised this passage? a) An outline, b) Tools, c) The emphasis.
a) 1) Believers are slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:15-18)

i) Again, grace is no excuse to sin (Romans 6:15)
ii) All mankind are slaves to sin leading to death or obedience leading to righteousness (Romans 6:16)
iii) True believers have been set free from sin and enslaved to righteousness (Romans 6:17-18)

2) The benefts of being a slave to righteousness (Romans 6:19-23)
i) Slaves of sin are lawless, but slaves to righteousness become sanctifed (Romans 6:19-20)
ii) Slaves of sin die, but slaves to God receive eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:21-23)

b) I identifed discourse – and so considered the grammar/syntax analysis (especially the verbs, conjunctions, and prepositions), fow of ideas (don't
sin because you're enslaved to righteousness, there are benefts to being a slave of righteousness), as well as repetitions (sin, slaves, righteousness),
keywords (law, grace, obedient, death, heart, free, fesh, lawlessness, sanctifcation, fruit, gift, eternal life), and contrasts (law/grace, sin/obedience,
death/righteousness, impurity/righteousness, lawlessness/sanctifcation, wages/gift, death/life), the hinge verse (Romans 6:19, whereas slaves to sin
sin, slaves to righteousness are become sanctifed), and the key verse (Romans 6:22, believers are free from sin, and enslaved to God, resulting in
sanctifcation and eternal life which bridges Romans 6:15-18 and Romans 6:19-23).
c) Believers, having been freed from sin, are enslaved to God, leading to progressive sanctifcation and eternal life.
2. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage? a) Literary, b) Historical, c) Cultural, d) Biblical.
a) 1) In Romans 6:1-14, Paul argued that believers are united with Christ's death and resurrection, and being freed from sin must battle against their
fesh to live righteous lives. I n Romans 6:15-23, Paul extends his argument by saying that believers are slaves to God and so must progress in
righteousness.

2) In Romans 7:1-6, Paul uses the illustration of woman released from a marriage bond after the death of her husband to make the point that we
are lo longer bound to sin but are bound to Christ, and so live righteously. In Romans 6:15-23, The image is slavery, but the concept is the same, we
are not bound to sin, but are bound to God, and so live righteously.
b) In Romans 6:15-23 Paul uses the image of slavery. Undoubtedly the background for the concept of being the Lord’s slave or servant is to be
found in the Old Testament scriptures. For someone who was Jewish this concept did not connote drudgery, but honour and privilege. It was used
of national Israel at times (Isaiah 43:10), but was especially associated with famous OT personalities, including such great men as Moses ( Joshua
14:7), David (Psalm 89:3; 2 Samuel 7:5, 8) and Elijah (2 Kings 10:10); all these men were servants (or slaves) of the Lord. Though δοῦλος (doulos) is
normally translated servant, the word does not bear the connotation of a free individual serving another. BDAG notes that servant for slave is largely
confned to Biblical translations. and early American times…in normal usage at the present time the two words are carefully distinguished (BDAG
260 s.v.). In Roman society nearly one-third of the population was enslaved. Slaves were entirely under the authority of their masters. Slaves could be
traded like a possession – and so, just as a freed slave might become a bondservant to another master, believers are freed from sin’s dominion to
become slaves of righteousness. In Jewish society (Exodus 21:5-6; Deuteronomy 15:12-17), a freed slave could willingly choose to remain a servant for
life. In Romans 6:15-23, Paul’s emphasises a voluntary, joyful, obedient servitude to God.
c) In Romans 6:15-23 Paul uses the image of slavery. Masters were responsible for the well being of their slaves. Harsh masters treated their slaves
poorly. Benevolent masters treated their slaves well. Paul describes slaves of God as deriving benefts from Him such as progressive sanctifcation,
however, eternal life is a present beneft that extends into a future inheritance or reward, and this probably goes beyond the slave metaphor,
developing the contrast of wage of sin and the gift of God.
d) Romans 6:15-23 does not cite any other Scripture.
3. What is the main point the author is arguing to his audience?
Believers are freed from sin, but are not free to sin, because they are enslaved to God, which leads to progressive sanctifcation and eternal life.
4. How does this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ?
Romans 6:17-18 presents a requirement and implication of the gospel. The requirement is belief and repentance, described in Romans 6:17 as
obedience to that pattern of teaching from the heart, which connects to Romans 10:9, If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. The implication of the gospel is progressive sanctifcation, described in Romans 6:18
as an enslavement to righteousness.
5. What is the main point you will argue to your audience?
Freedom from sin and submission to God leads to transformation of present life and promise of eternal life.
6. What applications will you make? a) To believers, b) To unbelievers.
a) 1) Your obedience is obligatory (Romans 6:15-18) – Serve God voluntarily, joyfully, obediently.

2) Your obedience is benefcial (Romans 6:19-23) – Enjoy being sanctifed by God and alive to Him.
b) 1) Your disobedience will be catastrophic (Romans 6:15-18) – Turn to Jesus.

2) Your disobedience is detrimental (Romans 6:19-23) – Fear your end.
7. What is your sermon title and your preaching outline? a) Sermon outline, b) Sermon title.
b) Who's slave are you?
a) 1) The nature of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:15-18)

2) The surprising benefts of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:19-23)



Pray

Read
15 What then? Should we  sin because we are not under the
law but under grace? Absolutely not! 16 Don’t you know
that if   you ofer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves,
you are slaves of that one you  obey—either of sin leading
to death or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But
thank God that, although you used to be slaves of sin, you
obeyed from the heart that pattern of teaching to which
you were  handed over, 18 and having been  set free from sin,
you became enslaved to righteousness. (19 I am using a
human analogy because of the weakness of your fesh.) For
just as y o u  ofered the parts of yourselves as slaves to
impurity, leading to greater and greater lawlessness, so now
ofer t h e m a s slaves t o righteousness, leading to
sanctifcation. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were
free with regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit was
produced then from the things you are now ashamed of?
For the outcome of those things is death. 22 But now, since
you have been  set free from sin and have become enslaved
to God, you have your fruit, leading to sanctifcation—and
the outcome is eternal life! 23 For the wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Introduction
• How many of you checked your phone before getting out of bed this

morning? How many of you feel uneasy when you forget it at home? It’s
ironic, isn’t it? A device meant to serve us has ended up enslaving us.

• But the same is true of sin. It promises us control, but in the end, it controls
us. It tells us we can live however we want, but in the end, it leaves us
empty, broken, and trapped.

• There is a better way. True freedom isn’t found in serving our sin, but in
serving God. Are you ready to trade the illusion of freedom for the reality of
life in Christ?

Argument
• Believers are freed from sin, but are not free to sin, because they are enslaved

to God, which leads to progressive sanctifcation and eternal life.

Arrangement
1. The nature of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:15-18)
2. The surprising benefts of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:19-23)



1. The nature of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:15-18)
15 What then? Should we  sin because we are not under the law but under grace? Absolutely not!

• In Romans, Paul has made the point that salvation is by faith alone. We're
not saved by what we do. We are saved by what Christ has done.

• Now Paul anticipates an objection. If we're saved by faith apart from works,
does that mean we can carry on sinning after salvation? After all, good works
didn't save us. And good works don't keep us saved. We're saved by Christ.
And we're kept saved by Christ. Does it matter if the believer lives in sin.

• If you think that way you don't understand your salvation. If you live that way
you don't understand salvation. You see, believers are united with Christ's
death and resurrection. And freed from sin, they must battle against their
fesh to live righteous lives. That was Paul's point in Romans 6:1-14.

• In Romans 6:15, he repeats the question. Should we  sin because we are not under
the law but under grace? He is going to spend the rest of the chapter extending
his argument. Because saved saints are slaves to God they live righteously.

• Grace is no excuse to sin.
16 Don’t you know that if   you ofer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves
of that one y o u  obey—either o f sin leading to death or o f obedience leading to
righteousness?

• We are all slaves. Slaves of sin. Or slaves of obedience.
• To understand Romans 6:15-23 we have to come to terms with the word

slave. It is the repeated word in the passage. Notice that the Greek word
δοῦλος, best translated as slave, appears in verses 16, 17, twice in 19, and
20. A word with the same root, translated as enslaved, appears in verses 18,
and 22. To understand this passage we have to understand the word slave.

• Mondays are my day of. It rained all day. I situated myself on a sofa in our
lounge and read a book while listening to the rain fall. It felt like I was on a
holiday. The book is titled Slave by John MacArthur. It’s available in our
library. Slave reveals the hidden truth about your identity in Christ.
MacArthur starts by observing that The word slave is the most important,
all-encompassing and clarifying word to describe a Christian used in the
New Testament. Here are some other observations.

• The Greek word δοῦλος appears around 150 times in the New Testament
and it always means slave – a person owned, not hired. Yet, most English
translations render it as servant or bondservant. The primary reasons they
don't translate the word as slave are weak. They do it to avoid the negative
connotations associated with slavery. Or they do it because they feel the
term is too degrading. They don't do it because there is a better English
word to translate δοῦλος. By translating the word δοῦλος as ‘servant’ or



‘worker,’ they softened the impact of its meaning. They made the translation
a little more palatable. But they ruin Paul's frst-century intent. In the Roman
world slavery was widespread. A quarter of the Roman empire were slaves.
Paul's readers understood what being a slave meant.

• A slave is a person owned. Bound to serve a master with absolute
obedience. To be a slave meant to belong entirely to another. No personal
rights. Existing solely for the will of the master.

• Slave, master imagery communicates our complete submission to the
lordship of Christ. Jesus is not just a teacher we follow. He is the Master we
obey. To understand salvation, we must embrace this truth. We are not our
own. We are slaves of Christ, called to obedient servitude to Him.

• God's people have always applied slave language to themselves. In the Old
Testament, Israel are called slaves of God (Isaiah 43:10). Moses is called a
slave (Joshua 14:7). David is called a slave (Psalm 89:3; 2 Samuel 7:5, 8).
Elijah is called a slave (2 Kings 10:10). In the New Testament Paul calls
himself a slave of Christ (Philippians 1:1). Peter calls himself the slave (2
Peter 1:1). Jesus' brothers, James and Jude, call themselves slaves (James
1:1, Jude 1:1). And John calls himself a slave (Revelation 1:1). Everyone is a
slave. And if you're a believer you're a slave to God.

• Our text says you're either a slave of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to
righteousness. The idea is that if you are a slave to sin, you're progressing in
the direction of death. And if you're a slave of obedience, you're progressing
in the direction of life. You're moving, in one of two directions, you're on one
of two paths, your life is a journey, and you're heading towards an end.

• All mankind are slaves to sin leading to death or obedience leading to
righteousness.

17 But thank God that, although you used to be slaves of sin, you   obeyed from the heart that
pattern of teaching to which you were  handed over, 18 and having been  set free from sin, you
became enslaved to righteousness.

• How does one move from being a slave of sin to being enslaved to righteousness?
you  obey from the heart that pattern of teaching to which you were  handed over. That
pattern of teaching is the gospel. The gospel simply stated concerns the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus died for sin. And He rose in victory
over the grave. That is the substance of that pattern of teaching. The
requirement that pattern of teaching commands, is that all men everywhere
must repent for the forgiveness of sin. This is the obedience from the heart. You
are obedient from the heart  when you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead.

• Many think Christianity is just about getting ‘saved.’ But what if I told you
salvation is only the beginning? True freedom isn’t just about escaping



judgment—it’s about being transformed into the image of Christ. The
implication of the gospel is progressive sanctifcation. Salvation looks like
something. As good trees produce good fruit, so too saved souls produce
good works. Romans 6:18 describes this life of righteousness in terms of being
enslaved.

• True believers have been set free from sin and enslaved to righteousness.

Summation
• Believers are slaves to righteousness because all mankind are slaves to sin

leading to death or obedience leading to righteousness but true believers
have been set free from sin and enslaved to righteousness.

Transition
• You might be thinking, ‘I’m nobody’s slave.’ But Paul says otherwise. You

are either a slave to sin or a slave to righteousness. There is no third option.
• But here's the surprise. Being a slave to God is not a burden, but a blessing.

In fact, in this kind of slavery we experience true freedom and surprising
benefts. Let’s now examine how Paul unpacks these blessings in Romans
6:19-23.



2. The surprising benefts of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:19-23)

(19 I am using a human analogy because of the weakness of your fesh.) For just as you
ofered the parts of yourselves as slaves to impurity, leading to greater and greater
lawlessness, so now ofer them as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctifcation. 20 For
when you were slaves of sin, you were free with regard to righteousness.

• Paul tells us that being a slave t o righteousness, leading to sanctifcation.
Remember verse 16 read you're either a slave o f sin leading to death or of
obedience leading to righteousness. The idea is that if you are a slave to sin,
you're progressing in the direction of death. And if you're a slave of
obedience, you're progressing in the direction of life. You're moving, in one
of two directions, you're on one of two paths, your life is a journey, and
you're heading towards an end. Well the same prepositional phrase is used
in the Greek when we read of being slaves to impurity, leading to greater and
greater lawlessness, or slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctifcation. The idea is the
same. A progression, movement, heading towards an end.

• You are to ofer yourselves, is an imperative – a command – as slaves to
righteousness, leading to sanctifcation, is talking about progressive sanctifcation.

• Systematic theologian Millard Erickson w r i t e s t h a t , Progressive
sanctifcation is the process in a Christian's life in which he or she is made
progressively more holy. So although we’re not perfect yet, we’re in the
process of being conformed more and more to the image of Jesus Christ.
One could say that our moral condition is brought into conformity with our
legal standing before God.

• Believers are to work out your [their] salvation with fear and trembling. Progressive
sanctifcation requires work by continuous, sustained efort – even strain.
1. Past, God saved us, granted us justifcation, a once-for-all, positional.
2. Future, God will truly save us, perfectly, permanently, glorify.
3. Present, God guides us to maturity, a practical, progressive holiness.

• The Gospel is to be lived out, and worked out; your life needs to shout out,
Your actions speak out. This will require a lifetime to complete, gradually
changing to be like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). This will require a daily
process of spiritual renewal (Colossians 3:10). This will require us to press
on, to attain everything Christ desired for us (Philippians 3:12). This will
require us to do what is right (1 Peter 1:16). This will require us to control our
bodies in a way that is holy and honourable (1 Thessalonians 4:4). This will
require us to put to death the misdeeds of the body (Romans 8:13). This will
require us to strive for holiness (Hebrews 12:14). This will require us to fee
immorality (1 Corinthians 6:18). This will require us to cleanse ourselves from
every deflement (2 Corinthians 7:1). This will require us to make every efort



to supplement our faith (2 Peter 1:5-11).
• Friends, it's worth it. This sanctifcation comes with benefts. Such as

deeper fellowship with God (James 4:8, Hebrews 12:14). Freedom from the
power of sin (Romans 6:6-7, Galatians 5:16-17). Spiritual maturity
(Ephesians 4:13-15, Colossians 1:9-10). Increased assurance of salvation (2
Peter 1:10-11, 1 John 2:3-6). Joy and peace in the Christian life (Romans
14:17, Galatians 5:22-23). And greater usefulness for God’s kingdom (2
Timothy 2:21, Ephesians 2:10). Believers are to work out your [their] salvation
with fear and trembling. This is for their good, and God's glory.

• Slaves of sin are lawless, but slaves to righteousness become sanctifed.
21 So what fruit was produced then from the things you are now ashamed of? For the
outcome of those things is death. 22 But now, since you have been  set free from sin and have
become enslaved to God, you have your fruit, leading to sanctifcation—and the outcome is
eternal life! 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

• And sanctifcation's ultimate end is life. Sanctifcation's ultimate fruit is
eternal life. Sanctifcation's ultimate beneft is abundant life.

• When the Bible speaks of eternal life it is talking about a gift from God which
comes through Jesus Christ our Lord. The gift of eternal life is to who-so-
ever believes in Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life. The word eternal
carries the idea of quality as well as quantity. Quantitatively eternal means
without beginning or end. From our perspective eternity stretches ahead of
us in time. Qualitatively eternal is experienced by Christians now. Believers
don’t have to wait for life after death, because eternal life has already started
for us. Eternal life is our current possession. God's Word says who-so-ever
believes in the Son has eternal life. Eternal life is not just our happily ever
after, it's our abundant reality in Christ right now. Eternal life is not just ‘pie
in the sky when we die’ – it's ‘steak on our plate while we wait.

• Slaves of sin die, but slaves to God receive eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Summation
• The benefts of being a slave to righteousness are they become sanctifed,

and they receive eternal life in Christ Jesus.

Transition
• Slavery to God is the only path to true freedom. It leads to progressive

sanctifcation now and eternal life into the future. But how does this reality
shape the way we live day to day? What diference should it make in our
attitudes, priorities, and choices? Let’s consider how these truths apply
practically to our lives.



Believers, how ought you to live?
1. Your obedience is obligatory (Romans 6:15-18) – Commit yourself to

voluntary, joyful, servitude to God.
◦ You're a slave. You have been freed from sin and made a slave of

righteousness. Your obedience to God is not optional. It is the only
acceptable response to His grace. But this obligation isn't burdensome.
Serve God voluntarily, joyfully, and obediently because of the
transformation He has worked in you.

◦ Serve God voluntarily – Your obedience is not coerced. You have become
obedient from the heart. Now your service fows from your heart which
has been changed by grace.

◦ Serve God joyfully – Obedience to God is not drudgery. It is the joy of
walking in His ways. You love God. Your obedience is a delight, not a
duty.

◦ Serve God obediently – While obedience is voluntary in the sense that it is
not forced, it is still a command. Align your life with His will revealed in His
Word, submitting to Him in every area.

◦ Have you been living like a ‘freelance Christian,’ claiming Christ but
resisting His lordship? Slavery to righteousness means joyful submission
to the King of Kings. What area of your life needs to be surrendered
today? I got to tell you, you're putting yourself in a dangerous place. Either
by your actions you demonstrate that you don't truly believe. Repent and
return to voluntary, joyful, servitude to God.

2. Your obedience is benefcial (Romans 6:19-23) – Enjoy being sanctifed by
God and alive to Him.
◦ Obedience is not only required – it is rewarding. The fruit of serving God is

sanctifcation and eternal life. In contrast to the destructive efects of sin,
walking in obedience leads to true life and joy in Him.

◦ Enjoy God being sanctifed by Him – Obedience leads to righteousness
and holiness. Which means as we obey God, He continues to transform
us, making us more like Christ. Obedience is part of our sanctifcation
process.

◦ Enjoy God by being alive to Him – The wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life. Sin leads to spiritual and eternal death, but
obedience brings us into deeper fellowship with God, where we
experience true life.

◦ Are you pursuing holiness, or are you allowing sin to linger in your life? Do
you recognize that obedience to God leads to the greatest joy and
fulflment? Choose to walk in obedience, knowing that God is sanctifying
you and giving you true life in Him.



Unbelievers, how ought you to respond?
1. Your disobedience will be catastrophic (Romans 6:15-18) – Fear your end.

◦ Everyone is a slave – to sin or to righteousness. Your slavery to sin leads
to death, both spiritually and eternally. Disobedience to God is not a trivial
matter; it has eternal consequences.

◦ You must recognize the seriousness of your spiritual condition.
Disobedience to God leads to eternal death, and this should instil in you a
holy fear of the consequences of rejecting God’s grace.

◦ Picture yourself on the Titanic. The ship is going down, and the lifeboats
are right there—but you refuse to get in because you think you can swim
to safety. That’s what rejecting Christ looks like. The lifeboat is here. The
question is, will you step in? The fear of drowning should drive you to take
the rescue ofered. Understand that your sin has put you on a path to
destruction. Fear the end that awaits you if you continue in disobedience.

◦ Acknowledge Your Sin – Recognize that you are a sinner in need of
salvation. Admit that your disobedience separates you from God.

◦ Understand the Consequences – Refect on the reality of eternal death and
separation from God. Let this sobering truth motivate you to seek salvation.

◦ Seek Truth – Investigate the claims of the gospel. Read the Bible, attend a
church, or talk to a Christian who can explain the good news.

2. Your disobedience is detrimental (Romans 6:19-23) – Turn to Jesus.
◦ Slavery to sin leads to lawlessness, shame, and ultimately death.

However, the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ.
◦ Disobedience is not only catastrophic in the eternal sense but also

detrimental in the present. It leads to a life of emptiness, guilt, and
separation from God. But Jesus ofers a way out – a free gift of eternal life.

◦ You must turn to Jesus to escape the detrimental efects of sin and to
receive the gift of eternal life. This involves repentance (turning away from
sin) and faith (trusting in Jesus’ death and resurrection for salvation).

◦ Think of sin as a deadly disease. Jesus is the cure. Refusing to turn to Him
is like refusing treatment for a fatal illness. The consequences are dire, but
the cure is freely available.

◦ Repent and Believe – Acknowledge your sin, turn away from it, and place
your faith in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour.

◦ Pray for Salvation – Call out to the Lord. Confess your sin. Profess belief in the
death of Jesus for you sins, and in His resurrection from the grave. Repent
from your sin and ask for deliverance. Thank God for His gift of eternal life.

◦ Take the Next Step – Come and speak to me so I can tell you where to
start reading your Bible and how to get discipled at Benoni Baptist
Church.



Conclusion
• We began with a question, Are you ready to trade the illusion of freedom for

the reality of life in Christ?
• Sin promises freedom but delivers slavery. It tells you that you are in control,

that you can do what you want, live how you please, and answer to no one.
But the reality is, sin is a cruel master. It leads to shame, destruction, and
death. Many live under the illusion of freedom, believing they are their own
masters when in reality, they are in bondage to sin.

• But Christ ofers something far better. True freedom is not found in
autonomy; it is found in surrender. Freedom is not doing whatever we
please – it is living as we were created to live, under the good and righteous
rule of God. The paradox is this: the only way to be truly free is to be
enslaved to Christ. Only when you submit to Him as Master do you
experience life as it was meant to be – life of increasing holiness, life in
fellowship with God, life that stretches into eternity.

• So, I ask you again, are you ready to trade the illusion of freedom for the
reality of life in Christ?

• If you are in Christ, rejoice! You have been set free from sin and enslaved to
righteousness. Continue in joyful obedience, knowing that sanctifcation
leads to life.

• And if you have not yet surrendered to Christ, the choice before you is clear,
remain a slave to sin and reap its wages – death, or submit to Christ and
receive the free gift of eternal life.

• Right now, you stand at a crossroads. Two paths. Two masters. Two
destinies. One leads to death. The other to eternal life. But no one can
choose for you. The question remains: Who will you serve?

Arrangement
1. The nature of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:15-18)
2. The surprising benefts of spiritual slavery (Romans 6:19-23)

Argument
• Believers are freed from sin, but are not free to sin, because they are enslaved

to God, which leads to progressive sanctifcation and eternal life.

Benediction
• Jude 24-25, Now to him who is able to protect us from stumbling and to make us stand

in the presence of his glory, without blemish and with great joy, to the only God our
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority before all
time, now and forever. Amen.


