Romans 11:11-12

! Lask [PAN, then,
a)[/] have they [Israel] [AAI, connotes sin]
W - . [AAS, connotes condemnation]? - [AMQ] not!
._, by their _ [sin], - [owtnpialhas come to _
make Israel [AANT].
“Now (c71if 1) &) their ransgression brings ) riches for the world,
2)(81and &) cheir failure b) riches for the Gentiles,
[E] how much - will their - [or inclusion] bring!

Romans 11:13-16

[AdV] I- I am speaking [PAI] to you -
o 1 . o I o I 1 . -+
I if 1) Lmight somehow make _ [EAI]
2) 8] . - [EAI, chow] some .theml.
@ For (62)if their kejection brings reconciliation to the world,

[E] what will their - mean [E] [not translated] but . - _?
[AdV] I- 1) [C?] I | l_ [or portion] are -

£ the whole batch.
208 And ©2if [ heToot is holy,
El  W0are

[Jeremiah 11:16-19].



Romans 11:17-21

(Adv)  Now
[C7] I 1.)some of _ were
2)[P] . you, theugh/being [PAP]

(E1a)"® do not boast that you are better than (MM those branches.
b.)[A] . [C?] I oudo [PMI]— &a)you do not - [PAI] -
b.)[A] . - sustains you.

[E] I - you will say [FAI],

[C] “- were [API]
[E] - I might be in [APS].”

I True enough;

a,) they were - [API] because of -
B3 (A1 but you stand [RAN by faith.

[PAM],

[E] he will not - [FMI] you either.

Romans 11:22-24

(] I-, consider - a) - b [8] .-
a) - - those who have - [AAP]|
b (A) but ) God’s kindness {toward you]
©2 —if &) [ you remain [PAS] in his kindness.
b.) [A] - [ you . will be [EPI].
[P] I - even they,
[C?] Ithey do not - [PAS] in -
[E] will be [EPI],
[G] - - has [PAI] _ [AAN] them in again.
@ ¥ For (21 if 1) you were SUtOff (4P [from your native wild olive tree]
2) [P] . - nature] were grafted [AP]] . _
the natural branches—]

[E] how much more will these [—

_- [EPI] into their own -?




This is how | parse Greek verbs:
| use a three-letter combination in square brackets (e.g. [PMI] for Present, Middle, Indicative) after a verb, which | underline.

1.
2.
3.

First letter indicates the tense. Tense deals both with time and kind of action.
Second letter indicates the voice. The relation of the subject or agent to the action.
Third letter indicates the mood, participle, or infinitive.

Tense:

@)

o

@)

o

@)

P: present, continuous or linear action.

I: imperfect, continuous action in the past.

F: future, both progressive and punctiliar action.

A: aorist, expresses punctiliar action that has happened.

R: perfect, represents an action that is complete but has an ongoing resultant state of being.

Voice:

o

o

o

A: active, reflects the subject that performs the action.
M: middle, the agent participates in the results of the action.
P: passive, subject is being acted upon by someone or something else.

Mood/participle/infinitive:

o

o

(e]

0]

o

I: indicative, reality, that which is actually occurring.

S: subjunctive, likely to occur.

M: imperative, a command that is possible.

P: participle, participles are verbal adjectives that behave like a verb and an adjective..

N: infinitive, verbal nouns that use the preposition "to", and they can also be used with "ing".

This is how | indicate the function of conjunctions:
| put a letter in square brackets before a clause to indicate a logical relationship.

0]

@)

@)

o

(0]

0]

[S] - SERIES, Each proposition makes an independent contribution to the whole (and, moreover, furthermore).

[P] - PROGRESSION, Each proposition is a further step toward a climax (then, and, moreover, furthermore).

[A] - ALTERNATIVE, Each proposition expresses an opposite possibility arising from a situation (or, but while...).

[W] [Ed] - WAY-END (ACTION-MANNER), Statement of an action and one which tells more explicitly what is involved in
carrying out this action (in that, by).

[1[/] - COMPARISON, Statement that clarifies an action or idea by showing what it is like (even as, as...so).

[-] [+] - NEGATIVE-POSITIVE, The relationship between two alternatives in which one is denied so the other is enforced,
implicit in contrasting statements (not...but).

[Gn] [Sp] - GENERAL-SPECIFIC, Statement of a whole and one or more statements which set forth parts of the whole.
[Ft] [In] - FACT-INTERPRETATION, Statement and clarifying statement; does not set forth a distinguishable part of the
preceding whole.

[G] - GROUND, Statement followed by the argument or reason on which it stands; supporting proposition follows the
supported proposition (for, since, because).

[I'] - INFERENCE, Supporting statement followed by the conclusion drawn from it; supporting proposition precedes the
supported proposition (therefore, wherefore, consequently).

[C] [E] - CAUSE-EFFECT (ACTION-RESULT), One action and another action which results from the first as an automatic
consequence (that, so that, with the result that).

[C?] [E] - CONDITIONAL, Like cause-effect except existence of the cause is only potential (if...then, if, except...).

[M] [Ed] - MEANS-END (ACTION-PURPOSE), One action and another that is intended as the goal or purpose of the first
(in order that, that, lest, to the end that).

[T] - TEMPORAL, Proposition and the occasion when it occurs (when, after, before).

[L] - LOCATIVE, Proposition and the place where it can be true (where, wherever).

[Adv] - ADVERSATIVE, Main clause that stands despite a contrary statement (although, yet, but, nevertheless).

[Q] [A] - QUESTION-ANSWER, Statement of question and answer to that question (question mark ?).

[S] [R] - SITUATION-RESPONSE, The relationship between a situation in one clause and a response in another.

[B] [L] - BILATERAL, A proposition which supports propositions in both directions, rarely used.

This is how | use colour highlighting:

Orange: structure indicator, conjunctions, and prepositions.
Yellow: verbs, Greek, and Scripture reference.

Green: keywords.

Red: repeated words.

Pink: imperatives.

Blue: main idea.



On my sermon preparation sheet, these are the questions and an explanation:

1.

&)

7.

How has the author organised this passage?

a) An outline: The author’s organization (or structure) is a way of talking about the shape or form of a biblical passage.
Beneath the surface of each passage is an underlying arrangement of material and a logic that the author has used to
organize the passage. And each part of the passage has a role to play in that structure.

b) Tools: Identify the text type, and any grammatical tools used to identify the structure.
C) The emphasis: The structure will reveal an emphasis that the author is making.

. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage?

a) Literary context: How do the passage that comes before and the passage that comes after relate to your passage?

b) Historical context: The historical situation or circumstances experienced by the first audience at the time when the
book was written.

C) Cultural context: The setting in the daily life of the people/characters in the book and how that will have been
understood by the first audience. This is distinct from historical context in that it does not relate to a particular
audience in a particular place at a particular time, but the details of life that the people/characters in the text had in
common. Anything that requires extra-biblical knowledge should be treated skeptically.

d) Biblical context: Is the author citing or alluding to some previously written Biblical passage? What connections could
the author have reasonably expected his first audience to make.

. What is the main point the author is arguing to his audience?

The author’s main point is a way of talking about the aim of a passage as a whole. It can be descriptive or prescriptive. It
is not simply a summary statement. But rather, it is the idea of which the author is trying to persuade his audience. As
you work on articulating the author’s argument, please keep in mind that it needs to be specific enough to the passage
that it clearly comes from the particular passage (and not any other passage), it is for the first audience, it should be one
single sentence that is both short and clear, and captures the argument of the passage.

. How does this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ?

What part of the gospel (the death and resurrection of Christ) is in view? Every part of the Bible, every passage of
Scripture, in some way relates to the gospel of Jesus Christ. What parts of the passage connect to the gospel? The
connection must be legitimate and textually driven.

. What is the main point you will argue to your audience?
. What applications will you make? a) To believers, b) To unbelievers.

The main point of a sermon is the fundamental statement of what you, as a speaker today, are trying to convince your
audience today. It will certainly be intimately related to the author’s main point for his original audience and it will
consider the gospel connection. It should be well reasoned and, perhaps, articulated as the result of proof (so
depending on premises and building arguments).

What is your sermon title and your preaching outline? a) Sermon outline, b) Sermon title.

On my sermon preparation sheet, this is how questions relate to one another:

o

(0]

1 a) should be driven by the text.

1 ¢) should be driven from the outline in 1 a).

2) should be directly relevant to 1 c).

3) cannot be disconnected from 1 ¢), and should be clarified by 2).
4) must be found in the text.

5) cannot be disconnected from 3), and should be driven by 4).

6) should flow from 5).

7) should structurally relate to 1 a), and make the argument in 5).

—_— S =



Sermon preparation worksheet

Passage: Romans 11:11-24
1. How has the author organised this passage? a) An outline, b) Tools, c) The emphasis.
a) 1) Israel's sin is not final, but brought salvation to the Gentiles and, by provoking their jealousy, will ultimately bring restoration for Israel, and
even greater blessing (Romans 11:11-12).
2) Paul magnifies his Gentile ministry as the means to provoke Israel’s jealousy thereby securing their future salvation, which is guaranteed as
pictured by the holy root flowing to its branches (Romans 11:13-16).
3) Therefore, wild Gentile branches, grafted in, mustn't boast—since the promises flow to them, not from them—Dbut continue in faith, for God
will not spare those who fall into unbelief (Romans 11:17-21).
4) In light of God who is, consider that He who is able to graft in wild Gentile branches—contrary to nature—is more than able to graft natural
Israelite branches back to their own olive tree (Romans 11:22-24).
b) I identified discourse and used syntax analysis. I paid attention to the verbs, conjunctions, prepositions, and especially the repetitions (Gentiles,
root, branches, broken off, grafted, olive tree). The adversative (8¢) moves the argument forward (Romans 11:11, 13, 17). The inference (0?v) signals
a therefore (Romans 11:22).
c) Gentile believers cannot not boast, but must continue in faith, trusting God who plans to save both Jews and Gentiles by faith.
2. How does the context inform the meaning of this passage? a) Literary, b) Historical, c) Cultural, d) Biblical.
a) InRomans 9-10, Paul expressed deep anguish over Israel's rejection of the gospel. In Romans 11:25-36, Paul reveals the mystery of Israel's present
hardening, but ultimate salvation. This matters because, it places Gentile believers directly inside the story of God's faithfulness to Israel making
Gentile superiority or replacement theology unthinkable.
b) The Roman church likely composed of both Jewish and Gentile believers, with Gentiles in the majority. This matters because, Paul's warning
against boasting is not theoretical, but a pastoral response to ethnic-spiritual pride. Gentile believers needed to understand that their existence was
predicated on God's faithfulness to His ancient people, and not apart from them.
c) The Olive Tree is a well-known Jewish symbol for the covenant people of Israel (Jeremiah 11:16; Hosea 14:6). A cultivated olive tree represents
God's intentional planting and care. A wild branch grafted into a cultivated tree was known to be possible, and would always be dependent on the
cultivated rootstock. This matters because, the metaphor makes Paul's argument visually undeniable. A wild branch cannot boast against the
cultivated root and branches that sustain it; it can only receive sustenance.
d) Romans 11:16 likely alludes to Jeremiah 11:16-19. In Jeremiah 11, the green olive tree represents Israel who God will burn because of her
idolatry. Paul uses, but subverts the image, revealing that the tree was not completely consumed, and the focus of the destruction shifts from the
nation to individuals. Some branches were broken off, but the tree itself remains alive and healthy because of its holy root. This matters because, it
further nullifies any Gentile grounds for boasting because God is kind, and heightens the the urgency to continue in faith because God is severe.
3. What is the main point the author is arguing to his audience?
Gentile believers cannot boast, but must continue in faith, trusting God's kindness to those who believe but severity to those who fall into unbelief.
4. How does this passage connect to the gospel of Jesus Christ?
This passage connects to the gospel by establishing that salvation is received and sustained through faith in God's covenant promises, symbolised by
the holy root. While Paul in this context identifies the root with the Patriarchs, the entire New Testament reveals that these promises find their
ultimate Yes in Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:20; Galatians 3:16). Therefore, the command to continue in faith is a call to persevere in trusting Jesus, the true
source of spiritual life and the one through whom God's kindness securely holds all who believe in Him.
5. What is the main point you will argue to your audience?
Make your boast in Jesus, knowing God is kind to the faithful and severe on the unbelieving.
6. What applications will you make? a) To believers, b) To unbelievers.
a) Actively reject any pride in your ethnic race, or religious achievements. Instead, train yourself for conscious reliance on Jesus as your only source
of righteousness, making your life boast in Him.
b) Abandon your trust in anything else and place your faith in Jesus today. To remain in unbelief is to stand under the severity of a God you cannot
afford to ignore.
7. What is your sermon title and your preaching outline? a) Sermon outline, b) Sermon title.
b) Knowing God is kind and severe, make your boast in Jesus.
a) 1) The purpose (Romans 11:11-12) — Salvation and restoration.
2) The plan (Romans 11:13-16) — Provoke and secure.
3) The warning (Romans 11:17-21) — Be humble and persevere.
4) The power (Romans 11:22-24) — Judge and save.



Pray
Romans 11:11-24

' T ask, then, have they stumbled so as to fall? Absolutely not! On the
contrary, by their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to
make Israel jealous. " Now if their transgression brings riches for the
world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their
fullness bring!

" Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Insofar as I am an apostle to the
Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, * if I might somehow make my own
people jealous and save some of them. " For if their rejection brings
reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from

the dead? ' Now if the firstfruits are holy, so is the whole batch. And if

the root is holy, so are the branches.

" Now if some of the branches were broken off, and you, though a wild
olive branch, were grafted in among them and have come to share in the
rich root of the cultivated olive tree, ** do not boast that you are better
than those branches. But if you do boast—you do not sustain the root,
but the root sustains you. P Then you will say, “Branches were broken oft
so that I might be grafted in.” * True enough; they were broken off
because of unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but
beware, * because if God did not spare the natural branches, he will not
spare you either. * Therefore, consider God’s kindness and severity:
severity toward those who have fallen but God’s kindness toward you—if
you remain in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. * And even
they, if they do not remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, because God has
the power to graft them in again. * For if you were cut off from your
native wild olive tree and against nature were grafted into a cultivated
olive tree, how much more will these—the natural branches—be grafted
into their own olive tree?



Introduction

Morning boys and girls. | have a question this morning. Have you ever seen a
fruit tree? Of course you have. An orange tree. Or a lemon tree.

Now, imagine a gardener. She takes a branch from a wild, sour orange tree...
and she carefully grafts it, she connects it, onto a strong, sweet lemon tree.
She joins them together. That wild orange branch gets to drink the rich sap
from the strong lemon tree. What do you think happens? Does the orange tree
start growing lemons? No. It starts growing sweet oranges! Better oranges
than it ever could on its own. The branch is still an orange branch. But now it
draws life from the lemon tree’s root. Its fruit comes from a strength not its
own.

Isn't that amazing?

You see, that is a picture of us and God. It is the picture the Apostle Paul
paints for us today in Romans chapter 11. The church in Rome had forgotten
this. They were like a boasting branch. Gentile believers, grafted by God’s
grace into the rich root of His promises, began to look down on others. They
grew proud. They forgot their life, their fruit, their very sap came from a root
they did not plant.

So Paul writes. He confronts this pride with divine logic. And he gives a severe
warning. One that echoes into this room today.

This morning our argument is this: Make your boast in Jesus, knowing God is
kind to the faithful and severe on the unbelieving.

We will see this in four parts. First, God’s purpose. Salvation and restoration.
Second, God’s plan. To provoke and to secure. Third, God’s warning. Be
humble and persevere. Finally, God’s power. To judge and to save.

Let us hear the Word of the Lord.



1) The purpose (Romans 11:11-12)

Israel's sin is not final, but brought salvation to the Gentiles. And, by provoking
their jealousy, will ultimately bring restoration for Israel. And even greater blessing.

" Lask, then, have they stumbled so as to fall> Paul asks, Is God finished with Israel?
Has lIsrael's national rejection of the Messiah finally exhausted His divine
patience. Is God done?

The answer comes with abrupt force. Absolutely not! Israel remains the apple of
God's eye. Yes, they've messed up big time. They've stumbled. They've
sinned. They've rejected their Messiah. Instead of embracing Jesus, they
crucified Him. And after He'd risen from the grave, and ascended into heaven,
when the apostle Paul preached the good news in Jewish synagogues from
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, instead of
repentance for forgiveness of sins, they rejected the message. And shunned
the messenger. But, God's still not finished with Israel.

On the contrary, by their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles. Israel's loss
has been for our gain. Their rejection opened the door for our reception.
Behold the sovereign tables turn. Paul, who went to the Jews, was driven from
their synagogues, and turned his efforts to Gentiles. And became the means
by which the good news of the gospel went out to the whole world.

And it turns out, that was no accident. Rather, God intended it to make Israel
jealous. This is the divine strategy. God plans to use the salvation of outsiders
to provoke His own people. He will use the intimate fellowship we enjoy with
God to one day stir up a holy envy in the hearts of His people Israel. Gentile
faith will provoke Jewish faith in a divine turnaround. Consider what this
means for us. If our salvation is a means to another end, the restoration of
God's people, then it cannot be a source of pride. We are part of His story,
not the other way around.

¥ Now if their transgression brings riches for the world, and their failure riches for the
Gentiles, how much more will their fullness bring! If their sin resulted in such global
blessing. Their future restoration will unleash immeasurably greater glory.
Their fullness will be a spiritual tsunami. A world enriched by sin will be a
world overwhelmed by grace displayed in Israel's salvation.

God transformed Israel’s failure into Gentile salvation. And He will use that
salvation to provoke Israel’s ultimate restoration. This divine strategy
eliminates all ground for pride. And establishes the necessity of faith.

Having seen God’s purpose, we now consider His plan through the apostle Paul.



2) The plan (Romans 11:13-16)

Paul magnifies his Gentile ministry as the means to provoke Israel's jealousy.
Thereby securing their future salvation. Which as pictured by the holy root
flowing to its branches is guaranteed.

~ Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Paul turns from his theological argument to
direct pastoral address. He is targeting the Gentile majority of the church in
Rome. This is no theoretical discussion. This is a warning against their ethnic
pride.

Insofar as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry. Jesus appointed Paul
to this great work. He does not minimise his calling. He glorifies it. He
amplifies it. He goes big. His strategic mission to the nations is his primary
focus.

Why? ¥ if I might somehow make my own people jealous and save some of them. This is
the divine strategy. Paul’s Gentile ministry has a Jewish purpose. Paul labours
so that his fellow Jews would see our salvation... and want it. He aims to
provoke a holy envy for the grace they have rejected. Paul hopes that some
may be saved through his provocation.

® For if their rejection brings reconciliation to the world, what will their acceptance mean
butlife from the dead? Paul argues from the lesser to the greater. Israel’s
rejection brought global blessing. Their future acceptance will bring a spiritual
tsunami of life. If God brought such good from their failure, imagine the glory
He will bring from their restoration.

* Now if the first fruits are holy, so is the whole batch. And if the root is holy, so are the
branches. Romans 11:16 and following likely alludes to Jeremiah 11:16-19. In
Jeremiah 11, the green olive tree represents Israel. God burns the olive tree
because of her idolatry. It's a picture of severity. Paul uses the image of the
olive tree, with a twist. He reveals that the tree is not completely consumed.
Some branches were broken off, but the tree itself remains alive and healthy
because of its holy root. This holy root, Gods covenant towards the patriachs,
is the source of all His blessings. Gentile believers are beneficiaries of a
covenant they did not establish. And so we have no boast.

Paul plans to leverages Gentile faith to provoke Jewish faith. Secured by
God’s covenant faithfulness.

God’s plan leaves no room for Gentile pride. Only for persevering faith in His
covenant-keeping kindness.



Romans 11:17-21

have come to
those
sustains you.

Do not boast. Don't boast that you are better off than this branch or that.
Especially don't boast that Gentile faith is better than Jewish faith. Because
the truth is, Gentiles are late to the party. The root of salvation flows through
Israel.

The cultivated tree is God’s covenant people. A symbol of His intentional
planting. His faithful care. We're wild branches. Grafted in. Contrary to nature.
You draw life from a root you did not plant. A history you did not build.
Promises that flow to you. Not from you. The branch depends utterly on the
root. Not the root on the branch. Thus boasting is not just error. It is insanity.
Insanity for a dependent branch to boast against the very root that gives it life.

I - you will say were I might be in. ”I True
because of

enough; they were you . This is
everything. Your position rests on one reallt Faith. Not pedlgree Not

performance. Faith. Alone. So, . not . - I - I- did
not - _, he will not you either. This is an unveiled threat. A

severe warning from a kind God. His kindness brought you in. His severity will
cut you off. If you fall into the same unbelief. The same pride. The only way to
heed the warning against unbelief is to keep standing by faith.

—



4) The power (Romans 11:22-24)

In light of God who is, consider that He who is able to graft in wild Gentile
branches, contrary to nature, is more than able to graft natural Israelite
branches back to their own olive tree

© Therefore, consider God’s kindness and severity: Behold these twin perfections of
God. Kindness. And severity. His kindness is His generous heart. His covenant
love. His tender mercy to sinners. His severity is His holy justice. His righteous
wrath. His utter intolerance for sin. You see both in the flood. Absolution
annihilation. Severity on the every living creature. But bringing Noah and his
family through the waters to safety. Kindness to Noah. You see both in the
Red Sea. Sweeping Pharaoh and the army of Egypt away. Severity to
Pharaoh. But bringing Moses and lIsrael out of bondage with strong arm.
Kindness to Israel. You see both at the cross. Kindness to the believing thief.
Severity to the sin-bearing Son.

Here in Romans 11 severity toward those who have fallen but God’s kindness toward
you. But mark this well. It is a conditional kindness. If you remain in his kindness.
Otherwise you too will be cutoff. This is a severe mercy. A warning that proves His
love. It means your standing is sustained by faith. The same faith that first
received His kindness must now remain in it. This is the perseverance of the
saints. Evidence of genuine life.

# And even they. The broken branches. The natural ones. If they do not remain in
unbelief, will be grafted in, because God has the power to graft them in again. Behold the
power of God. The power to judge. And the power to save.

# For if you were cut off from your native wild olive tree and against nature were grafted

into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these—the natural branches—b ¢ grafted
into their own olive tree? This is the final argument. The ultimate logic. If God
could do the harder thing, grafting a wild branch into a cultivated tree, He can
certainly do the easier thing, restoring a natural branch to its own tree. His
power is the guarantee. His power to judge unbelief. His power to save
through faith. Therefore, our only possible posture is one of humble faith. We
have no boast, but in the power of the God who holds us. And we cannot look
down on Israel, but must stand in awe of the God who can save them too.

God’s power, displayed in both His severe judgment and His kind salvation, is
the final guarantee that He will restore all who believe, both Jew and Gentile.
Therefore, our only safe response is to remain in His kindness entered by faith.

This power demands a response, both for the believer and the unbeliever.



How does the passage connect to the gospel?

So we have heard Paul's argument. Gentile believers cannot boast, but must
continue in faith, trusting God's kindness to those who believe but severity to
those who fall into unbelief. This is true. And weighty.

But this truth begs a question. How? How do we not boast? How do we
continue in faith? How do we remain in this kindness? Our record is not good.
We are prone to wander. Prone to pride. Is the sum of this passage merely a
command? Try harder? Do better? Be less arrogant?

The bridge from Paul’s argument to our lives is the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This passage establishes that salvation is received and sustained through faith
in God’s covenant promises. Paul points us to the holy root. He identifies that
root with the patriarchs. Abraham. Isaac. Jacob. Men of faith. But the entire
Scripture reveals their story points forward. Their promises find their ultimate
Yes in Jesus. He is the final and faithful yes of God. He is the true root.

Therefore, the command to continue in faith is not a call to white-knuckled
determination. It is a call to persevere in trusting a Person. Jesus. He is the
true source of spiritual life. Altogether beautiful. Altogether amazing. He is the
one through whom God’s kindness securely holds all who believe.

Believers, how ought you to live?

Believer, hear this. Actively reject the pride of your race. Your history. Your
religious performance. You must train yourself. Day by day. In conscious
reliance. Not on your grip, but on His. Make your life a single boast. Not in
your branch, but in the Root. Boast in Jesus. He is your only righteousness.
Your only ground. Your only hope.

Unbelievers, how ought you to respond?

Unbeliever, this is your moment. You see, the kindness and severity of God
met at the cross. There, God’s severity fell. It fell fully. It fell finally. It fell on His
sin-bearing Son. He was cut off for us. The natural branch was broken so that
wild branches could be grafted in. And there, God’s kindness was displayed.
For in that severe justice, He made a way to show mercy to sinners.

You stand warned. Abandon your trust. Abandon your good works. Your
moral record. Your religious sentiment. It cannot sustain you. You are a
branch awaiting the fire. Place your faith in Jesus Christ today. This day. To
remain in unbelief is to ignore God’s severity. Do not ignore Him.



Conclusion

Remember our gardener. Who took a branch from a wild, sour orange tree...
and carefully grafts it onto a strong, sweet lemon tree. That branch drew life
from the lemon tree’s root. Its fruit comes from a strength not its own.

Is that not a picture of your soul?

You see, this is the end of all Paul’s arguing. The purpose. The plan. The
warning. The power. It all leads here. To a single, sobering truth. You have no
ground for pride. Only a posture for faith. Your life, your fruit, your very
standing before God flows from a root you did not establish.

Therefore, our argument stands. Make your boast in Jesus, knowing God is
kind to the faithful and severe on the unbelieving.

We have seen God’s purpose in Israel’s story. Salvation and restoration. We
have beheld God’s plan through Paul’s ministry. To provoke and to secure.
We have heeded God’s warning to the grafted branch. Be humble and
persevere. And we have stood in awe of God’s power over the tree. To judge
and to save.

So believer, boast in your Root. Unbeliever, flee to your only Hope. For the
kindness and severity of God are real. They are here. And in Jesus Christ
alone do they meet for your salvation.

Amen.

The benediction

Now unto him who is able to keep,
able to keep you from falling,

and present you faultless

before the presence of his glory
with exceeding joy;

to the only wise God our Saviour,
be glory and majesty,

dominion and power

both now and forever.

Amen.



